(Hjc Washington £imco 



*■ MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1988 / PAGE A3 



NATION 



Kennedy, M.L. King death probes official! 



THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The Justice Department has of- 
ficially ended its inquiry into the as- 
sassinations of John E Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King Jr., finding “no 
persuasive evidence” to support 
conspiracy theories, according to 
department documents. 

A Justice Department memo, ob- 
tained by Dr Louis R Kartsonis, a 
San Diego ophthalmologist, through 
the Freedom of Information Act, 
was the department’s admittedly 
long-overdue response to the House 
Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions’ recommendation 10 years ago 
for further investigation. 

William F. Weld, who was head of 
the department's criminal division 
until he quit at the end of March, told 
Rep. Peter Rodino, New Jersey 
Democrat and chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee, that all 
known leads have been checked. 

“The Department of Justice has 
concluded that no persuasive evi- 
dence can be identified to support 
the theory of a conspiracy in either 
the assassination of President Ken- 
.nedy or the assassination of Dr. 
King,” Mr. Weld wrote in the undated 
memo. 



“No further investigation appears 
to be warranted in either matter un- 
less new information which is suffi- 
cient to support additional investiga- 
tive activity becomes available,” he 
said. 

The Justice Department’s re- 
sponse to the conspiracy theories 
comes as no surprise. It is, however, 
the first time the department has 
made a formal conclusion on the as- 
sassinations, said Justice spokes- 
man Dean St. Dennis. 

The House Assassinations Com- 
mittee concluded in 1978 that Mr. 
Kennedy was “probably" assassi- 
nated as the result of a conspiracy 
involving a second gunman, a find- 
ing that broke from the Warren 
Commission’s belief that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald acted alone in Dallas on 
Nov. 22, 1963. The House panel also 
said there was a “likelihood" that 
King’s slaying in 1968 was part of a 
conspiracy. 

The committee urged the Justice 
Department to investigate several 
areas of the assassinations, and one 
year later the department agreed to 
conduct a limited inquiry focusing 
on an acoustical study presented to 
the committee by independent ex- 
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pens. 

The acoustical experts had con- 
cluded after studying a Dictaphone 
recording of a Dallas policeman’s 
open radio transmissions that there 
was a second gunman on the infa- 
mous grassy knoll who fired a fourth 
shot. That evidence was the key to 



the committee’s second-gunman 
conclusion. 

Justice officials instructed the 
National Academy of Sciences to re- 
view that study and the Dictaphone 
recording, and academy scientists 
concluded in 1982 that the indepen- 
dent experts were wrong. 



closed 





Mr. Weld said the Justice Depart- 
ment had completed “virtually air 
of its inquiry by the end of 1983, but 
delayed its response to the House 
Judiciary Committee “pending a 
complete review of all public com- 
ment” on the National Academy 
study. 

“We have considered the review 
of all correspondence to be poten- 
tially productive,” Mr Weld said. He 
added that there was no “persuasive 
criticism” of the academy report, sc 
the Justice Department has ac- 
cepted its conclusions. 

Others, including Rep. Louis 
Stokes, Ohio Democrat and chair- 
man of the defunct assassinations 
committee, have stood by the com- 
mittee’s conclusions and the acous- 
tical evidence presented by the inde- 
pendent team. 

Mr. Stokes could not be reached 
for comment, but a former select 
committee aide who has fought to 
have the panel’s records opened to 
the public blasted the department's 
response. 

“All these years later we find out 
they've been doing nothing,” said 
Kevin Walsh. “Members themselves 



had faith that the Justice Depart- 
ment was going to pursue this, and 
now we see all these years later that 
their faith was misplaced.” 

Mr. Walsh noted that the depart- 1 
ment did not follow through on sev- 
eral parts of the select committee’s 
recommendations. 

The “most egregious sin,” he said, 
was the department's failure to ob- 
tain and analyze a bystander’s film ! 
shot just minutes before the Ken- 
nedy assassination. The film by 
Charles L. Bronson scans the sixth- 
floor window of the Texas School 
Book Depository, where Oswald was 
positioned. 

Mr. Weld wrote that the depart- 
ment was unable to obtain the filmi 
from the owner. 

The Justice Department con- 
ceded that the report to Mr. Rodino’s 
committee was “long overdue." 

Mr. Kartsonis said he has con- 
ducted research and delivered lec- 
tures on the Kennedy assassination 
for more than 15 years. He, too, crit- 
icized the Justice Department’s in- 
quiry, saying investigators failed to 
answer the select committee’s ques- 
tions. 




